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LAST SH: MANDY AND SHELLHEAD 
FOUGHT 70 А STANDSTILL==WHEN 
SUDDENLY THE RING-WIELDING BADDIE 
MATERIALIZED HIS SECRET WEAPON: 


THE UNICORNS! 


STRIKE, 
MY 
MINDLESS 
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DIRECT HITS MY THE MOMENT |S SWEET == МУ 
HEART-SUPPORTING AFTER INSUFFERABLE MIND SAVORS IT. LIKE 
CHESTPLATE'S MEAT TO А STARVING MAN. 
ECKED"- på መብ 


THE YW HEADBAND 
OF POWER/* I SHALL 
BRING HIS 
DEATH ON... 
SLOWLY 


--ТОМУ STARK-- 
YOU'RE IN 
TROUBLES 


*SEE LAST 15H FOR ALL THE 
DETAILS! --ROY& STEVE. 


--AND МУ WHACKED- 
OUT CIRCUITS САНТ, 


w HILE BELOW, 
--MY HEART 15 4 “መ... ЭМ | BITTER WORK- 
STARTING TO El STRIKERS STRIRENTLY 
ዶዳ/ሬ-- ን JEER-- 
ל‎ 
z ZE SĘ 224 
221 


“ho WHICH 15 WORSE, 
IRON MAN--THE PAA == 
OR THE RETECTION? 


ҮС? 


--NEVER KNOWING... 
IF THEY'RE МУ..4457,2 


MY GOODNESS - - Y-YOU'RE 
MURT/ BUT WHY HAVE 
- YOU COME WERE? 


W P-P-PEBPER/ +) f IRON MANS WHY 
ARE YOU... ? ИНАТ6 
1 HAPPENED? 
N 


WDEPPER HOGAN-~ 
TONY'S PERSONAL 
SECRETARY! --R.T. 


b SH-SHE DOESN'T ANOMW... 
VM TONY STARK,, UNDER 
THIS ARMOR / 


О 
IT MUST... STAY 
THAT WAY. FOR SE 
HER SAKE’ E еі 
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የ Z 
IL mn 
| N 
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Y RECHARGE UHHH 


SO MUCH WAPPEN- 
NG 


74/5 MUST BE WHAT HE'S ) Ие) | (--AND PRAY I 
TALKING ABOUT! fi ግዜ b DON'T AALS 
=) ( 


ኳ 
ኣ ኒ 


NOT ONLY RON 
MAN'S LIFE DEPENDS 
ON IT-- BUT МА 
REAL УАУ-- МУ OWNS) 


ና] 
p m NOTHING'S HAPPENING -- 
PASS. AND YET. IT SHOULD! 
УМ THEM: 
LIFETIMES... | 
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LONG TIME AGO, IRON 
MAN SHOWED HAP * AND 
ME A POWER GAUGE! N 


KNAPPV HOGAN, PEPPERS HUSBAND - - RT. 


00,007 SAW/7OR/UM, NESTLED PE 72৮ 
/# Ct 045742 CONNECTICUT, 


YOU MOCK ME-- 
YOU DON'T CARE-- 
YOU CAN'T 
UNDERSTAND 


HOW--,P EVER SINCE TONY ሪ ; Sewer Now, LEST 
STARK,, REJECTED МЕ--МУ NN WE HEAR THE EVER- 
LIFE'S BEEN A PLAGUE OF <A MADDENING SCREAMS - 
MIND-WROUGHT DEMONS,” N 


--OR THE TROUBLED THOUGHTS 
OF AN ANXIOUS MIND - 
HEALER... 


ATTENOANTS-- ፤ 
СОМЕ QUICKLY.“ 


EA 
yr” 2 svare 
WONDERING IE THERE SEE IN TIME, 
| REMAINS A MIND... AND WAITING 
/F 17 CAN BE HEALED... ፎጩ REAPER... 
*/N ISH #51 - - R.T. 


IN TIME... 


UT BACK, NOW, TO THE MANDARINS LAR... "AND THE REMEMBRANCE BRINGS FURTHER. 
AND A STRANGELY UNWORRIED MAN HE 15... MEMORIES... OF WHEN YOU JOURNEYED TO МУ 


IRON MAN £ZZ2£2 US, 
UNICORN, BUT WE ARE 
PATIENT, ARE WE NOT? 


YOU COMPARE ME 
TO THE DISTINGUISHED 
DOCTOR DOOM ॥ 


TON 


I'M AN OUTLAW == 
I CAN'T LET THE 
20-GO000£e5 GET 
ME 


ASIAN RETREAT... 


Lr 
— 


IN 
4 “ WEAK AND 


WRETCHED 
MAN... 


У you SEE, THE MY BODY., MY MIND.» IS WASTING 
PROCESS THAT AWAY’ VM DOOMED, 
GAVE ME MY 
GREAT 
POWERS--* 


WHEN MY PARTNER, 
THE RED GUARDIAN У, 
COULDN'T SAVE ME... 
I COULD ONLY 
THINK OF YOY,’ 


y o -EVEN AS I OTHERTIMES SOUGHT THE 

7 RETRIEVAL OF MY PRECIOUS RINGS/* 
Sø 
НШІ! E 
BY ALL THAT'S Wee - 
SACRED, YOU 
GOTTA HELP | 

MES 1 
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HLAST /5//- -፳፲ 
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А BIT MODEST, 
PERHAPS--BUT I 
BELIEVE IT WILL 


"BUT I FOUND ONLY YOUR PHYSICAL DETER!- "I PONDERED DISCARDING YOU, BU 
ORATION COULD BE REVERSED--THOUGH YOU FORTUNE SMILED, MYSTIC BAND 


7 
THE 5, 
WERE NOT 50 INFORMED, YOUR GRAIN BECAME THAT RETURNED МУ RINGS ALSO GIVES 


AS A VEGETABLES, CONTROL OVER YOUR BODY 


ИМ YOU ARE MY BATTLE-SLAVE, 
UNICORN--ANP SHORTLY 
COMES THE FINAL WAR... 
WITH IRON MANS 


ү I CAN'T LET 
IRON МАМ 
LIE THERE 
DYING-- 


DON'T... CALL Åh» 
VM ALL RIGHTS 


NO MATTER WHAT 
НЕ SAID--I'VE GOT 
TO CALL A DOCTOR, 


YOU SURE 
DON'T LOOK 
IT/ ARE YOU 


CERTAIN 2 


--AND KEEP EVERY- | 
BODY OUT OF HERE Д 


Y 
тому 
STARK 
PRIVATE 


JUST LET ME = 
USE TONY'S 
PRIVATE 448-- 


HE'S SO 22424 


OHHH, 
I MATE НІМ-- 


--IN FACT, STRONGER BY ALL RIGHTS I SHOULD 
PEPPER MUST WITH EACH PASSING BE DEAD NOW, ‘CAUSE 
THIN MINUTE. ONLY MY ARMOR'S POWER 
KEEPS MY HEART'S 
IT'S FROM PACEMAKER WORKING -- 
NECESSITY! А 


STILL, I WASN'T 
LYING TO PEPPER-- 
I AM FEELING 
BETTER-- 


--AND, УДА, VM --OR Tę у HEAR. 
COMPLETELY 007 SAY ፤ 
ОЕ POWER/ O 


THERE ARE ONLY ZWO e 
ALTERNATIVES: 
EITHER THE AVENGERS 
NOW HAVE А GHOST 
FOR A MEMBER-- 


L -- HEART 


HAS HEALED! 


WELL, ИМАМЕ BE --LET'S GET סד‎ THAT 
WON'T PROVE ME LAB, OU BOS 
RIGHT P . | 
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THE PACEMAKER 
WAS NECESSARY 
WHEN MY BODY 
INITIALLY REJECTED 
A SEMI-ARTIFICIAL 
HEART IN SURGERY/* 


XoLD/ES-BUT- GOODIES QUIZ: WHEN 
WAS THIS TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE IN 
SHELLHEAD'S LIFE, PEOPLE > --RT. 


--MY HEART 15 8% 
GRADUALLY VIG 


YES, THERE'S 
NO DOUBT.” С) 


FOR 
INCREASINGLY 
LENGTHY TIMES 

CAN LIVE 


0 WITHOUT MY 
y! CHESTPLATE 
POWER. 


WHO AWOWS, IN 
SHORT TIME I 


> COMPLETELY EARLY-DAWN DISCOVERY 
FREE OF П 4 15 SUDDENLY 
4 1 OVERSHADOWED == 


LETS MAKE HMV 3. 


LISTEN TO US-- 
E'VE BEEN HERE 
ALL NIGHT NOW-- 


OZY, 
BETRAYING 
AMERICAS 


] STARK TOLD 
от TO 
FIRE ON'EM-- 
FUHH E 
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HAD ENOUGH, 
GENTLEMEN 


LARGER 
SANDBOX? 


XOU SURE COME ON LIKE 
A HIGH-PRANCIN' PRINCE- - 


| --OR | 
MARK SPITE 
WITH A NEW 
TV COMMERCIALS 
CONTRACT.” / 


BUT WE GOT ET ARE YOU GONNA 
SERIOUS 
DEMANDS? 


TELL US WAY YOU'RE 
SELLIN' THE U.S, 
DOWN THE 7U8ES--ØR... 


GENTLEMEN, 

XOU SAW THE || 

MANDARIN ₪ 
OUTSIDE -- 


AS MUCH AS You 
EXPECT ME TO 
BELIEVE SHARING 
IDEAS WITH 
COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES IS 
SOMEHOW 

UNPATRIOTIC-- 


--EVEN IF IT 
MAKES THE 
፳፻፪ PROSPECT OF WORLD 
PEACE STRONGER-- 
AND 4/5, THEREFORE, 
MUCH SAFER 


/ wo, OFFICER - - RELEASE THEM! 
| THIS IS A COMPANY DISPUTE-- 


A AND I WON'T PRESS CWARGES! 
= d 


/ 
М-МАУВЕ WE " RATS! STARK'S 
M/SJUPGED YOU TAKEN THE 
MR. STARK/ FIRE OUTTA 


WE'RE SORRY,” м/ 


--WHAT YOU DON’T KNOW 
IS THAT YOUR ABSENT 
RINGLEADER, GENE KAHN... 
/$ THE MANDARIN, 


YOU EXPECT 
US סד‎ BELIEVE 
THAT TRIPEP 


| COPS! AND THEY LOOK 
READY TO UNLOAD? 


SS 


BETTER BELIEVE IT! 
THERE'S THOUSANDS 
IN DAMAGE HERE/ 


2; EVERY 


ONE DEPARTS... 


| I HAVEN'T HAD BREAKFAST 
YET, BOSS-MAN-- 


IF I DIDN'T 


|] KWOW BETTER, 
Umi I'D THINK YOU 


NO, PEPPER...IT'S JUST 
THAT YOU'RE ONE ОЕ 


THOSE CLOSE PEOPLE 22 


THAT'S RIGHT... 
HEADIN' IN 
TOWARD 

MANHATTAN... 


7 -- סאג‎ 7W/S HERO'S 
FUTURE 15 FINDING 
THE MANDARIN! 


I THANK MEAVEN $ 
YOU FINALLY 

MARRIED HAP-- 
BEFORE IT 
HAPPENED-- 


PE I ING. 
HEAL/N: 


C'MON--WHO YOU 
KIDDING! 
PEPPER'S CHANGED-- 
YOU'VE CHANGED -- THINK 
OF THE FYTURE-- $ 


BUT IF THERE'S ДАУ 
CLUE TO FOLLOW, IT'D 
BE WERE--AT THE 
SITE OF OUR EARLIER 
BATTLES 


1. Gi 
KAHN'S" 
OFFICE... 


I DON'T REALLY HAVE 
MUCH OF A LEAD ON 
MANDY'S WHEREABOUTS... 


BUT IT RI 
LOOKS LIKE... SIN 
NOTHING! ১৯১৪৫ 
6 о 


“ 
. 


FINO THEM... 


I DIDN'T SURPRISED, GOLDEN ) 
IMBECILE 2 


NY SMASH HIM, UNICORN--AS 
YOU WOULD А &Z£4-- 


HE'S R/GW7-- AND 
THIS REPLACEMENT 
ARMOR DOESN'T HAVE 
MY NEW SOLAR 
CHARGE! 


LOOK == THREE 
BLASTER-TVPES, 
COMING DOWN 


KRIPES THAT У 
SHOULD'VE 


f --UNICORN'S 
STILL 
| S7ANDING-- | 


5 IRON MAN 
uL TO grec 


NO--HE'S 
CIRCLING И 
AROUND == 


I TIRE OF --5О WITH THE EVER I CAN'T SEE--AND I CAN'T 
SUCH A SLIGHTEST TWIST MY EVEN USE МУ REPULSOR 
RINGS BRING BLACKOUT: - RAYS-- 
AS PRELUDE ТО DEATH! | т 


P 
--І MAY HIT 
SOMEONE INNOCENT.’ 


MANDY HITTING M 
SOLID... PAINFULLY,“ 


L 


*RE-CHARGED IN 
(RON MAN 9 55-- RT. 


MY EYES CLEAR --A 
MANDARIN DOES NOT 
PESERVE SUCH-- 


CALLS FOR 
PRASTIC 
ACTIONS.’ 


Ж 


/ A 


/ 
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UNICORN'S DETERIORATING Lee || 
BRAIN CELLS CANNOT < 
LONG HOLD МУ QUITE 
EXPANDED MENTALITY.” 


IS QUIRK 
R--BEFORE THE 
MANDARIN DIES,” 


DAIEANWHILE... " 
THE SOUND OF 
POWER -- 


SAVED THEM--JUST 
IN 7/М6...Вит THIS 
LOWER-CHARGED SUIT 

15 ALMOST RUN DOWN-- 


WHAT'S THE STORY; 
GENTLEMEN? I'M 


15 INTERESTED, 


THE PICKETS 
ARE DOWN--THE 
PLANT WORKERS 

ARE RETURNING! 


Ze м FOR NOW IT /S ENDED, 
SO IRON MAN TURNS UPWARD-- 


WE INVESTIGATED --AN' FOUND 

STARK WAS RIGHT ABOUT KAHN-- 

NOT TO MENTION HIS BUDDY, 
NICK: 


/ 


ኢ 


"€ 


ONLY WE STILL SUSPECT 
WHAT KAHN 54/0 MAY 
BE TRUE... 


YEAH...AND WE'RE МОТ 

48007 TO JOIN IN 

UNDER MING OUR 
COUNTRY 


BUT IF STARK'S 
RIGHT, WE WANNA 
BE IN WITH ለ... 
50 WE'RE TAKING 

THE GAMBLE! 


Ж 


aj 


ረ መ 


GENTLEMEN-- 
I'M SURE THAT'S 
ALL TONY 


P דטם--‎ AFTER ALL THESE YEARS, 
IT'S А vis? PLEASURE 
; A 


SHELEHERI 
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Dear Stan, Mike, and George: 

You couldn't get me to read IRON MAN if you 
paid me! 

But that was before Mike arrived as scripter 
I must admit to constantly pouncing upon IM as 
soon as it's on the stands for the past year. The 
stories! The art! The heart attacks! Love it! 

But Marianne! Why did you have to make us 
hate Marianne? Well, "hate" is a little strong. | 
guess I'm a ከዚ peeved at both Marianne and 
Tony—they're in a situation straight out of 
Spidey. Well, I just wanted to tell you guys I 
loved it. Keep it coming. 

Les Baptiste, 120 Benchley Place 
Bronx, N.Y. 


You mean . . . you want more, Les?? (Sorry, we 
couldn't resist.) 

Well, you'll have it now that Mike Friedrich is 
back in harness as IRON MAN's own personal 
idea-generator. More of everything except, per- 
haps, the heart attacks, as you'll note from the 
stunning surprise that occurs in the early pages 
of this issue, 


Dear Stan and Roy, 

The best thing about IRON MAN #54 was the 
cover. | couldn't help but be reminded of the 
classic conflict involving Subby and IM in TALES 
OF SUSPENSE #s 79 and 80. For purely nos 
talgic reasons, | guess, | was expecting some- 
thing of comparable quality in ish 454. It didn't 
work out that way. 


George Tuska is not a great artist and his art 
does not compare to Gene Colan's in SUS 
PENSE (or anywhere else). But George is capa- 
ble of drawing a good picture every so often 
and Vince Colletta's inking helps his work a 
lot, so the artwork isn't hurting a great deal 

With Stan publishing and Roy editing, how- 
ever, you seem to be running short of writers, 
every month now, I'm expecting to learn that 
Gerry Conway is becoming your printer and 
won't have time to write comics anymore 

So | just thought you might be interested to 
know that there are those of us who don't par 
ticularly approve of all the changes you've been 
making recently, and gradually, over the last 
few years. Of course, you haven't gone all the 
way down the drain. Some of the things you're 
doing now (like CONAN) are better than ever. 
And then there are titles (oh yes, others besides 
IM) that are vastly inferior to the work you were 
doing in 1966. Think about that, and when the 
worms get cold, don't open a whole new can, 
just warm them up again 

Rick Nelson, 7145 South Hampton Road 
Lincoln, Nebraska 68520 


We think you'll find the worm has turned with 
this issue of IRON- MAN, Rick. Not only does 
Tony have a change of heart, but Gorgeous 
George Tuska looks better than ever under the 
pens and brushes of Frank Giacoia and Mike 
Esposito. We think this new team of inkers is 
just what was needed to bring those few remain- 


ing anti-Tuskaites into the fold. We're anxious 
to see if we're right. 


Dear People, 

І enjoyed IRON MAN #54 mucho, mainly be- 
cause of Doctor, er, Madame, MacEvil. That 
outfit and that body prove to be, to the factorial 
200, out-standing 

More MacEvil. Even bald. Perhaps Tony Stark 
will grow her some hair, Namor would triumph, 
but, mainly, congratulations to the artists and 
writers and thinkers for à most enjoyable story. 

Live long and prosper, 
Jose A. Ortiz 
No address given 


Yup, you'll be seeing more of the mysterious 
Madame Mac, Jose, but not necessarily in the 
pages of IRON MAN. If you think she blew your 
mind with her first appearance, just wait'll you 
see what wonderment waits in store! 

Well, till next month, as Tony Stark says to 
his transistors: "Charge!" 


MARVEL 


75 ОМ ТМЕ 
MOVE AGAIN! 


DRACULA LIVES! 


IF YOU DUG TOMB OF PRACULA (AND WHO 
DON'TS, YOU'LL SKUDPER WITH DELIGHT 
AT THE 57" OF THE MAGNIFICENT NEW 
MARVEL PRODUCTIONS YOU'VE BEEN 


CLAMORING FOR! 


MORE THAN A COMIC 


BOOK-- 4 GIANT SLED 76-PAGE 
MAGAZINE MASTERPIECE, FILLED WITH 


STORY STRIPS, FEATURES, 


PHOTOS: 


